Since you were hired at DePaul in 1992, you have served in a number of administrative roles, including director of undergraduate studies in the English department, associate dean of LAS undergraduate studies, co-director of the TEACH Program (a BA/ MEd teacher-education program), and, most recently, chair of the English department. What do you hope to accomplish as interim dean?
One doesn't plan to have a period of interim leadership, but this interlude is well-timed. In recent years, there have been a number of significant changes within and around the college: the reorganization to form two colleges, shifting enrollment patterns and the recent retirement of a number of colleagues, including Chuck Suchar (LAS '67), on whose watch the college hired many faculty and developed many new programs. In the wake of these changes, the next year and a half provides a welcome occasion to take stock and plan our next best course as we get ready to recruit the latest dean of the college. Expediting this conversation-building on the college's commitments to cross-disciplinary collaboration and sustained focus on student success-will be a big part of my job in the coming months.
In a society that places increased value on career-specific college degrees, traditional liberal arts programs have faced challenges in recent years. How are you working with the college to address these concerns? This is a complex and urgent question, not only for DePaul, but also for higher education in general. There are two contexts in which we, in LAS, consider this question: first, the Liberal Studies Program, DePaul's general education program, and second, our graduate and undergraduate programs.
Notes from the interim dean
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Say yes!
If there is an opportunity to do something, take it! I'm a firm believer that what you do builds valuable skills and opens up countless other opportunities.
Find a mentor.
It's important to find a mentor who is invested in your success and can provide you with the guidance you need at that particular point in your life.
It's okay to make mistakes.
The best lessons you learn come from making mistakes. If you're not making mistakes, you're not trying new things and innovating.
Be a quick learner.
Picking up new skills and being the go-to person for knowledge can make you indispensable in the workplace.
Stephen Weidlich's tips for recent graduates:
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Ethnographer uncovers America's hidden history by Melissa Smith Tucked along West Virginia's New River Gorge National River are pockets of little-known American history. Under commission by the National Park Service, ethnographer Stephen Weidlich (LAS '03) set out to uncover and preserve these stories as part of a special report on the African-American community and its relation to the area's once-booming railroad, lumber and coal-mining industries. Through a comprehensive series of interviews, Weidlich documented the working conditions in those industries, as well as areas that were used for hunting, fishing, swimming and even baptisms. He also identified two cemeteries that had been forgotten. "I'm always grateful to the people that I interview because they take the time out of their day to tell me about their lives," he says. "It's really an honor, especially when you are talking to older people not only about the good times, but also [the bad]. Times have changed in a lot of ways, but also not at all. It was really powerful to hear these stories from their perspectives." As senior ethnographer at AECOM, a multinational environmental consulting firm in San Diego, Weidlich works as a "cultural translator," acting as a liaison between the community and corporate or governmental stakeholders to help their clients understand how communities may respond to project proposals. He also heads the company's Native American outreach efforts. "You can sit in an office and prognosticate as to what people may be thinking, [but] you don't really know until you go out and ask," he explains.
Weidlich uses social impact and community assessments to gauge how projects will be received; oftentimes, the response is unexpected. "We provide clients with the ability to get an understanding from the people who know the area and subject matter best," Weidlich stresses. He integrates visual components in his reports to make them more accessible to all parties. "[People might not] read a 100-page report, but they will look at graphs, photos, charts and figures, and instantly identify the relevant issues or conclusions," he says.
Weidlich had to change direction after he got cut from The Theatre School following his second year in the acting program. "A door closed-a pretty big, heavy one-and it hurt, but a lot of other doors opened for me, and I wouldn't trade it for the world," he says. Weidlich took communication, Japanese and anthropology classes before settling on his major. "I had an aptitude for anthropology," he explains. "The professors were really engaging, and classes were great. I haven't looked back on acting since." He credits professors Jane Baxter and Robert Rotenberg with providing him with academic support and research opportunities that allowed him to pursue graduate studies at Florida State University in Tallahassee. Now, as a fellow in the Society for Applied Anthropology, Weidlich relishes the opportunity to speak to current DePaul students. Most recently, he served as the keynote speaker at the 12th Annual Natural Sciences, Mathematics, and Technology Undergraduate Research Showcase in November 2014. "It was a fantastic honor to meet current students, provide guidance on things that I've learned since graduating and give people perspective on a career in anthropology outside of academia," he enthuses. When Weidlich envisions the future, he can't imagine a better career than he has now. "I really hope that I'm not doing anything different. It's been eight and a half years and lots of great projects. I'm not so green-I'm not making mistakes daily now, more like weekly," he laughs.
In either context, I think that public conversation about liberal arts education has too readily accepted an opposition between "liberal" and "professional" or "career-oriented" education. In its emphasis on critical and creative thinking, intercultural knowledge, scientific and ethical inquiry, community engagement and learning by doing (internships, service learning, independent research, etc.), the Liberal Studies Program exhibits many features of the applied liberal learning approach recently championed by the Association of American Colleges and Universities. LAS students continue to develop these communication skills, reasoning abilities, and intercultural competence-all highly valued by prospective employers-in their chosen majors, many of which integrate interdisciplinary inquiry. The line between an LAS major and a specific job is not always a direct one-not all history majors become historians, nor all sociology majors sociologists, nor art majors artists, although the world still needs all three!-but when the above learning is inflected by the focus on social and ethical responsibility that characterizes a DePaul education, you have a young person who is well prepared for work and life in a diverse, complex and changing world. It is up to us, as faculty and advisors, to help students see, name and claim the value of this learning. And our alumni can help us here by communicating with the departments and programs from which they graduated to articulate the value of their educations, especially as it becomes evident in the course of work and career.
What do you feel are the college's biggest strengths?
This is an easy one: its excellent faculty and dedicated staff, its engaged and diverse students, its strong academic and co-curricular programs, and its comprehensive system of advising and student support. As an interim dean stepping into the office in the middle of the academic year, I have been studying hard. I feel like an undergraduate, going wide, learning lots, and appreciating all over again the enterprise, energy and expertise of colleagues I've worked with for more than two decades. It makes me want to go back to school! Throughout the world, dating violence is a frighteningly common epidemic, and Beth Catlett, associate professor and department chair of women's and gender studies, hopes to meet the problem head-on through her Take Back the Halls: Ending Violence in Relationships and Schools (TBTH) program. Together with Heather Flett, program manager of Metropolitan Family Services, Catlett has been conducting violence prevention and community activism programming in the Chicago Public Schools system for more than a decade.
"We're very much committed to understanding how relationship violence is supported by other structures of inequality in our city and society," explains Catlett, who is also director of the Beck Research Initiative for Women, Gender and Community (BRI), which is where the project is housed. "We feel so strongly that the way toward ending this problem is prevention and really engendering a call to action among youth." TBTH includes best practices for dating violence prevention and is designed to incorporate service learning and research components for both high school and college students.
Under this model, high school students meet weekly throughout the school year for discussions, activities and reflection that focus on ending relationship violence. These meetings are facilitated by Metropolitan Family Services staff and DePaul students in Catlett's community-based service learning class. "We do not want to walk in and act like we are the saviors who have all the answers," she stresses. "We want to help facilitate conversations where [students] will come up with their own answers for their own lives." Acting as a facilitator didn't come easily for DePaul sophomore Marisa Castillo. "One of my biggest struggles was trying to facilitate conversations without interrupting the students," she notes. Yet, with the help of her peers, she mastered the technique.
An activity where participants were given scenarios written on note cards and followed paths based on their choices was particularly eyeopening for senior Nico Coronado. "A lot of the kids were talking about how they've been or have seen family members in those kinds of situations," Coronado says. "That made the exercise more real because they weren't just stories on a card anymore. Those were the most effective tools that we had when it came to showing the prevalence of abusive relationships. Not all of them are violent, but they can be abusive in different ways." Coronado felt the presence of a male in the project made some students feel more comfortable discussing difficult issues. "People need to see that it's not just a queer or women's issue," he states. "It's a men's issue as well."
Catlett calls her work with the BRI and TBTH "an absolute labor of love" and relishes the opportunity to work with others. "I believe so strongly in the rich potential of bringing university resources together with community spaces," she says. "I think what distinguishes us is that we are really intentional about what it means to bring the university and other organizations together so that all that richness can come to life." TBTH is just one project funded by the BRI. "The BRI is focused on issues of social justice and operates within feminist principles that tend to issues of gender, race, sexuality, ability, and that prove the intersectionality of these principles is part of the human experience," explains Anna Assenmacher (LAS MA '12), assistant director of the BRI. These values are fostered by the more than 30 community organizations that the BRI partners with through the women's and gender studies service learning and internship program. These partnerships can lead to employment opportunities after graduation.
While there have been changes over the years, the BRI remains committed to its founding mission. "Our goal is to create a vibrant community of scholars-including our faculty, students and community partners-that reaches across disciplines to promote the advancement of community-based research and its crucial role of centering the needs of the community," says Assenmacher. Its mission has expanded to encourage full community, faculty and student engagement in community-based projects that effect social change through policy, advocacy and community development.
What makes the BRI unique is that it offers students and faculty exciting opportunities to participate in community-based research and programs through a variety of ways. Each year, the BRI invites proposals for the Irene and Bill Beck Faculty Fellowship program, which focuses on the development of community-based projects as well as the incorporation of this research into the classroom curriculum and experience. This approach offers students an opportunity to engage in community-based research and service learning.
To learn more about the BRI, visit beckresearch.org.
Professor offers a glimpse into the World of Wine
by Jamie Sokolik A full-bodied French Bordeaux. A sweet shiraz from Australia. A crisp California chardonnay. These wines could be part of the wine list at a nice restaurant, but they're also part of the curriculum for World of Wine, a class taught by Professor Clara Orban, certified sommelier and author of "Illinois Wines & Wineries: The Essential Guide."
Offered by the geography department, the class gives students a taste for wine they've likely not had before, both literally and figuratively. During the class, Orban discusses the history, culture and geography of specific wines and their regions of origin. Each class ends with a tasting of several kinds of wine that were discussed that day.
"We talk about history and culture because I strongly believe that they're inseparable from knowing wine," Orban says. "You can have a cabernet sauvignon grape, which grows well in many areas of the world, but the way it is turned into wine in California is completely different from [the process] in Bordeaux. Knowing that matters for the students."
Orban grew up in a culture of wine. As the daughter of an Italian mother and a Hungarian father, she remembers that trips to visit relatives in both countries often involved outings to nearby vineyards. But Orban was headed toward an academic career, not a career in oenology, the study of wine. She came to DePaul in 1990 as an assistant professor of French and Italian and now chairs the modern languages department and still teaches both languages. It was by happenstance that she came to teach World of Wine. A student in her French class mentioned that the professor who originated and taught the wine class was retiring, and the department needed to find a replacement. Orban has now been teaching the class for 12 years.
Students must be at least 21 years old to enroll, so many find the class while searching for electives during their senior year. Although the name might be the first thing to catch their eyes, once they've experienced a class with Orban, they quickly realize there's more to it than just the tastings. "A surprising number of students have told me that the class actually sparked an interest that turned into a passion," Orban says. "Some even work in the wine industry. Without this class, they might not have found their calling, or at least not as early in life, and they've told me they use the knowledge they first learned in my class."
The wine industry is changing, and Orban is excited about what's to come. "Who knows? In 20 years, I might have to add new wine regions-like Sweden," she says. "There are a lot of new things happening in wine around the world. But one thing that is sure to remain is my passion for teaching at DePaul. Every class I teach-whether French, Italian or World of Winemakes me very happy to be at this university and to teach these students. They're just the best." However, educating students is only half the battle. Both departments are working with faculty to begin a new age of liberal arts education. "Historically, the liberal arts have been understood to be distinct from vocational education, as a respite from the working world," explains Vandenberg. "It's been perceived that it was not the job of a humanities or social science professor to prepare students for work. What political science and WRD are doing is trying to reframe the discussion within the college so that faculty and staff are more aware of the fact that we cannot avoid preparing students for the world of work."
Over the years, DePaul students have logged staggering amounts of community service, including more than 500,000 hours in the last academic year alone. While not all of these hours can be attributed to the community service studies (CSS) minor, CSS students perhaps best exemplify the value DePaul places on community engagement. "These are students who become engaged with organizations and have an investment in the community that goes far beyond requirements," asserts Jacqueline Lazú, associate professor of modern languages and former director of the CSS minor. "Our students are extraordinary that way."
In conjunction with traditional programs of study, students who minor in CSS take an additional six courses that include at least 75 hours of community service. "We want to make sure that students have an appreciation for and understanding of how communities are already addressing existing concerns," says Lazú. CSS does this by grounding students in both theory and practice. "We are there as critical observers," she says. "We are there to partner [with community organizations] and to come up with questions together and maybe even a few answers."
Ginger Hofman, associate professor of anthropology and CSS director, hopes to expand the program to engage not only with local organizations, but also with international organizations through study abroad opportunities. "It's important for students to have that experience," she asserts. "It fits really nicely with the community service studies minor for students to be engaging in questions about community service on the international level." Students can also concentrate their studies into specific areas of community engagement. "We've been able to create tracks within the program to address large populations of students who are looking for ways to really connect the discipline with realworld applications," Lazú says.
One such application-which involves the concept of restorative justice-occurs within the prison system. "Restorative justice is a philosophy and a social movement that presents a different way of thinking about crime and justice," explains Philosophy Instructor Kimberly Moe. "It is an approach that is victim-centered and is concerned with those who are harmed the most, rather than on lawbreakers. It tries to identify ways of repairing harm, instead of procedures of punishment. Restorative justice is a forward-looking, preventive response to crime that seeks to find root causes of harm and promote changes that might help prevent similar harms from happening again." Students in Moe's class confront the complexities of restorative justice head-on as they engage with student inmates at Stateville
Community engagement is at the core of community service studies Community service studies | INSIGHTS Correctional Center in Joliet, Ill., using methods from the Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program. Between 12 and 15 DePaul students work with an equal number of student inmates, using collaborative learning strategies, including readings, discussions and projects. The class extends the exploration of restorative justice to include transformative justice. "Not everyone thinks that restoring things back to the way they were before a harm occurred is best," Moe says. "Transformative justice or positive social transformation is needed for our communities as well as for individuals involved in crime or harm."
Moe finds the course to be transformative, not only for CSS students, but also for the student inmates in the program. "[DePaul students] come away with a completely different view of the criminal justice and prison systems and the folks who reside inside," she says. "Those inside love [the program]. They are enthusiastic, appreciative and a joy to teach." Yet, she struggles in this course as well. "It's depleting, because it's an unfortunate situation for people to be in," Moe adds. "While I'm in there, I see so many people who could be contributing to society in all kinds of positive ways." Nonetheless, Moe appreciates what a "rare privilege it is to go behind the walls," and hopes students do, too.
Because of the overwhelming response from students, CSS received a DePaul Quality of Instruction Council grant to expand offerings at Stateville to include courses on gender perspectives and the history of landmark court cases. "This is the last domain for us to really challenge our ethical commitment to its fullest, because we're working with such profound perceptions and misperceptions," notes Lazú. "When [these ideas] affect us personally, it's even harder for us to dismantle them. It really takes direct contact for us to gain that type of compassion and to really understand education to be a human right."
Lazú hopes that the CSS minor helps students overcome preconceived notions of certain populations by engaging with them one-on-one. "We could turn to stereotypes, to fears, to ignorances to explain why it is difficult for us to be able to fully understand each other, but this is where critical engagement comes in," she explains. "We're hoping to prepare students for that dialogue, that moment of encounter with those differences and how to work with and through them. We don't see those differences as obstacles, but potential dialogues."
To learn more about the CSS minor, visit bit.ly/CSSdepaul. approach to empowering the black community, he started tutoring first-grade students at a school near his home in Rochester, N.Y. "I realized that there are so many problems with equality in education and that this school wasn't where it could be," he recalls.
Now Ware studies how to address inequities in society through both sociological and economic pedagogies. "I want to do economic development in communities that don't have a lot of investment," he says. "I would love to look at what educational programs can be doing, what funds you can be directing to marginalized communities and what the benefit of that would be. I believe workforce development, education programs and educational policies are inherently linked." After graduation, Ware hopes to pursue an advanced degree in public policy. "I came to Chicago to experience the great history it has in terms of hip-hop, political struggle and community organizing, but also to address the segregation and social justice issues that are prevalent in Chicago."
Ware's approach to social engagement is directly in line with DePaul's Vincentian mission, which was a happy accident. "I don't even think I knew the rhetoric of Vincentian values until I came to DePaul," he laughs. However, Ware embodies the university's mission through his work with the Chicago Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression, We Charge Genocide, the International Socialist Organization and Project HOOD. "If it wasn't for DePaul, I wouldn't have the opportunities I do now," he notes. "That's what I think universities are for-not only academic growth, but also growth as a person in society."
While at DePaul, Ware received several scholarships, including the O'C Family Foundation Endowed Scholarship, and that support strengthened his resolve to make an impact on the city of Chicago. "Being an activist and volunteer is very time consuming," he says. "DePaul has a strong community, but that community can only be fostered if it promotes diversity and people from different socioeconomic backgrounds. If it wasn't for the aid that I have, I wouldn't feel comfortable being as active [in volunteerism] as I am now."
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To make a gift today, please visit alumni.depaul.edu/newsletter.
Support DePaul
General Scholarship Fund Continue DePaul's commitment to being accessible to all students by helping fund need-based scholarships.
Fund for DePaul
Make an immediate impact through an unrestricted gift applied to DePaul's areas of greatest need, ranging from scholarships to programs.
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences
Support leading scholars, campus facilities and resources, and scholarships for students in the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences.
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